3551, aiferar 25 31 A 01 7 2026

o 08, 705 BUC

PRGI:- MPBIL/26/A2680

A bilingual
week[y
newspapeyr

pPap

AR W

The doors of Badrinath
Dham opened, and the
Lord's court was deco-
rated with flowers.

Chamoli. The doors of Badrinath
Dham were opened at 6:15 a.m. on
Thursday. The court of Lord Badri
Vishal was adorned with flowers.
Upon opening the doors of Lord
Badri Vishal, Goddess Lakshmi
was first installed in her temple.
The idols of Kubera and Uddhav
were also introduced into the tem-
ple comple& through the south
gate. On the auspicious occasion of
the opening of the doors, Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
performed the first Mahabhishek
Puja in the name of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
prayed for the prosperity and well-
being of the country and the state.
The Chief Minister performed rit-
ualistic worship at the Lakshmi
Temple, Ganesh Temple, and other
temples located in the temple com-
ple&, including the Adi Guru
Shankaracharya Gaddi. On this
historic occasion, women from
Mana and Bamni villages per-
formed the Jhumailo dance in the
temple courtyard, along with tradi-
tional jagarans, imbuing the
atmosphere with folk culture and
faith. Devotees from various parts
of the country also offered their
prayers through bhajans and kir-
tans.

Turkey and
Indonesia ban social
media for children

New Delhi. Turkey's parliament
has passed a new bill restricting
social media use for children under
the age of 15. This decision was
taken to protect children from the
dangers lurking on the internet.
This law comes after last week's
school shooting in
Kahramanmaras, where a 14-year-
old boy killed 10 people. Police are
now investigating the boy's online
activities to determine the motive
behind the attack. According to
the new regulations, platforms like
YouTube, TikTok, and Instagram
will be required to implement age-
verification systems. Meanwhile,
Indonesia's Communications
Minister, Meutya Hafid, stated
that the video platform YouTube
has agreed to comply with social
media restrictions for children.
Google-owned YouTube has sub-
mitted a compliance letter in this
regard. Under the new regulations,
Indonesia has directed high-risk
platforms to deactivate the
accounts of children under the age
of 16.

New Delhi. The strength of
the Indian economy and its
growing global influence are
now clearly visible in the coun-
try's super-rich club figures.
According to a report by leading
real estate consultant Knight
Frank, the number of billion-
aires in India is set to surge sig-
nificantly in the coming years.
It is estimated that the total
number of billionaires in India
will increase by zv percent to
313 by 2031. Knight Frank
released the 20th edition of its
flagship report, The Wealth
Report. According to the data,
the population of ultra-high net
worth individuals in India is
projected to reach 25,217 by
2031. It is noteworthy that
ultra-rich individuals are those
with a net worth of $30 mil-
lion, or appro&imately 250
crore, or more. Currently, India
has 19,877 such ultra-rich
individuals and 207 billion-
aires. The report states that
despite geopolitical instability,
rising interest rates, and uncer-
tain economic performance
worldwide, global wealth cre-
ation has seen a surge.

The army of the rich is growing... by 2031,
there will be 313 billionaires in India.

These areas wrote

the success story

Technology, industrials, and capi-
tal markets are driving this e&tra-
ordinary pace of wealth creation
in India. Knight Frank projects
Y that India's ultra-wealthy popula-
tion will grow from 19,877 |
today to 25,217 by 2031.
According to the report, India's
financial capital, Mumbai, alone is
home to xz.y percent of the coun-
try's ultra-wealthy population.
The city remains a hub of invest-
I ment and business activity, lead-
ing to the highest concentration
of wealth here.

India dominates global rankings

India now has the si&th-largest super-rich population in the
world. In terms of billionaires, their number has increased by a
remarkable58 } percent over the past five years. India now ranks
third globally in this category, behind the United States with 914
billionaires and China with 485 billionaires.

maturing indian economy

Shishir Baijal, Chairman and Managing Director of Knight Frank
India, said the e&pansion of India's wealth club is a reflection of
its economic growth journey. He said India is now transforming
into a more entrepreneurial economy, with deep capital, sophis-
ticated financial markets, and a large pool of globally connected
founders and investors.

Ban on e&pensive books

Now only NCERT books will
be used in private schools.

New Delhi. The arbitrary behavior of
private schools and the pressure to
buy e&pensive te&tbooks every year
is about to be curbed. The Human
Rights Commission has made it clear
that academic discrimination
against children will not be tol-
erated, whether in government
or private schools. Following
complaints from across the
country, a division bench head-
ed by Priyank Kanoongo issued
notices to all state governments
and the Ministry of Education,
seeking a report within 30
days. The Commission took
this action based on a complaint filed
by the Namo Foundation. It is often
observed that private schools deliber-
ately use books from private publish-
ers, which are up to 10 times more
e&pensive than NCERT te&tbooks.
Now, the Commission has mandated
that only NCERT/SCERT te&tbooks

India to issue visas to
Chinese tourists after

five years

New Delhi. The Indian government
is preparing to resume tourist visas
for Chinese citizens. These services
were suspended nearly five years ago
following the violent clash in the
Galwan Valley. Relations between
the two countries are now slowly
thawing. This move comes amid a
gradual thaw in relations between
the two countries. Recently, India
and China decided to resume direct
flights. The long-stalled Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra has also been rein-
stated. The new visa rules will apply
to travelers from mainland China,
Hong Kong, and Macau. This deci-
sion is part of the government's
efforts to revive tourism, trade, and
people-to-people e&changes, activi-
ties that had been stalled for the
past few years due to tensions
between the two countries. While
normal visa procedures will be fol-
lowed, some restrictions will still

be taught up to grade 8. The
Commission has also asked the
Ministry of Education why the syl-
labus up to grade 8 differs from the
government standards. Furthermore,
the Commission has called for
strict implementation of the
National School Bag Policy
2020. This means that your
child's school bag will now
weigh less. Citing Section

29  of the Right to
Education  Act, the
Commission clarified that
strict action should be
taken against schools that
overload schools with books and
impose heavy burdens. Schools will
no longer be able to impose arbitrary
te&tbooks. The administration will

audit every school within 30 days. If
any school is found to have books

other than NCERT, the school will be
required to answer.

apply due to security concerns.
E&perts believe this decision will
strengthen economic and cultural
ties between the two countries.
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Mamata Banerjee vs Amit
Shah in West Bengal

Editorial

Ground reality of
ceasefire, Hormuz
crisis deepens

The e&tension of the ceasefire between the
US and Iran has underscored the weakening
of the will to fight among the major powers
and their allies involved in the West Asian
conflict. However, the future looks uncertain
after the US's une&pected decision to block-
ade the Strait of Hormuz. With the world's
most powerful navy pursuing Iranian vessels
far beyond the Gulf's legal maritime bound-
aries, the standoff appears unlikely. Iran has
also retaliated by opening and then re-closing
the Strait of Hormuz in response to the US
blockade. The political and economic situa-
tion has deteriorated significantly compared
to the beginning of the ceasefire two weeks
ago. It is becoming increasingly clear that the
United States must find a suitable solution to
break the impasse. By e&tending the cease-
fire but maintaining the blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz, US President Donald
Trump is capitalizing on perceived divisions
within the Iranian establishment to persuade
Iranian negotiators to return to dialogue.
However, the rationale behind this move
remains unclear. If, as has been reported, the
powerful Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGCQ) is actively sidelining political leaders,
finding common ground is difficult. By its
very nature, Iran's supreme governing
agency, the IRGC will be far more rigid than
the political leadership and reluctant to
accept challenging US conditions, such as a
halt to uranium enrichment and the disarm-
ing of allied groups like Hamas and
Hezbollah, as long as Israel remains a nuclear-
armed e&pansionist power. Much therefore
depends on US-sponsored peace talks
between Lebanon and Israel. Furthermore,
the US blockade will undoubtedly limit Iran's
e&port earnings and essential imports such
as food, grain, and medicine, e&acerbating
the suffering of its people. Indeed, even after
the conflict began, the country continued to
e&port its oil and benefit from higher prices.
By imposing transit fees through the Strait of
Hormuz, Iran has created a buffer of sorts. In
March, it recorded its fifth-highest income in
the past year and a half. Furthermore,
decades of increasing sanctions have accus-
tomed the Iranian people to hardship. In this
situation, enduring another blockade should-
n't be too difficult. Having endured so much
hardship, Iranians may not be ready to back
down this time. Meanwhile, the world is grap-
pling with devastating supply chain disrup-
tions due to fuel shortages. Oil prices, which
had stabilized somewhat when a ceasefire
was announced, surged again after the US
Navy seized an Iranian-flagged cargo ship.
The International Monetary Fund has already
lowered its w®w{ economic growth forecast
from x.x percent to x.v percent. This assess-
ment appears optimistic given the current
situation. India and Southeast Asia, one of
the most dynamic regions for economic
growth, are bearing the brunt of the block-
ade. More than }® percent of crude oil and
other fossil fuels flowing from the Gulf coun-
tries through the Strait of Hormuz are des-
tined for Asia. The fact that ~® percent of
Iran's oil goes to China risks further escalat-
ing already strained relations between China
and the United States, with unpredictable
consequences. In short, the ceasefire and
blockade have not changed the realities on
the ground as much as a resumption of war
would have.

Amit Shah and his BJP
are making a concerted
effort to bring
Trinamool under scruti-
ny among the
"Bhadralok" (Bharat
Lok) community.
Numerous issues are
making it clear that the
BJP poses a formidable
challenge to the ruling
Trinamool Congress in
West Bengal. This does-
n't mean the Trinamool
Congress has surren-
dered. The party, led by
Mamata Banerjee,
remains firmly in the
fray. Consequently, the
contest appears to be a
direct one between
Mamata Banerjee and
the BJP. However, more
precisely, it is Mamata
Banerjee versus Amit
Shah. Whether Amit
Shah will prevail in this
battle or Mamata
Banerjee will once again
defeat him will only be
known after the vote
count on May yth.

While Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee visited Kolkata.
During that trip, he visited the
Kalighat home of the then Railway
Minister. He reprimanded the min-
ister's mother, "Your daughter
troubles me a lot." Needless to say,
that figure has been the Chief
Minister of West Bengal for a
decade and a half. Mamata
Banerjee is a fighter. Her fighting
spirit is the reason she has risen
from obscurity to become a star in
the political sky. But this time, this
warrior seems trapped in the
Kolkata arena. The way the
Bharatiya Janata Party is con-
fronting her is undoubtedly due to
the BJP workers, led by Narendra
Modi, who are tirelessly toiling in
the dust of Bengal. If the political
battle in Bengal has reached a do-
or-die stage today, it is due to Amit
Shah's strategy.

After the w®wv assembly elec-
tion results, it was said that the
BJP had lost the election despite
being on the verge of victory.
Mamata Banerjee's struggle had
overshadowed the BJP's strategies.
Five years later, forces are now
ready to capture the Writers'
Building in Kolkata. But this time,
the situation seems to have
changed. This is due to Amit Shah
personally taking charge of the
election campaign, setting an
ambitious target of winning v|®
seats. Despite lagging behind in

the previous assembly elections,
Amit Shah continued to tour the
state, keeping his workers motivat-
ed. This time, the BJP has emerged
as a strong contender for power,
largely due to booth management
and the issue of infiltration and
women's safety. It is said about
Bengal that whatever it thinks
today, the entire country later
adopts it. In a state with a culture
of Shakti worship, questions were
raised repeatedly during Mamata
Banerjee's rule regarding the safety
of women. The rape and brutal
murder of a resident doctor at
Kolkata's RG Kar Medical College
agitated the elite of the first
British capital. The heat of this
incident had barely subsided when
a student of Kasba Law College was
raped. Prior to this, West Bengal
society was agitated by the alleged
se&ual violence and land grabbing
incidents in Sandeshkhali. With
Amit Shah's frequent visits to
Bengal, BJP workers have never let
the issue of women's safety slow.
For these reasons, the Trinamool
Congress has come under scrutiny
for its role in women's safety.

The w®wx National Crime
Records Bureau report also con-
firms the increasing violence
against women in the state.
According to the report, xy,{~v
cases of crime against women were
registered in the state, and acid
attacks accounted for the highest
share of w|.z percent. The BJP also
helped make women's safety a
major issue thanks to Mamata
Banerjee's statement, in which she
said that women should not go out
after | pm. By nominating the
mother of the RG Kar victim as its
candidate from Paniahata, the BJP
has sent a message to the women
of the state that it is concerned
about their safety. To woo women,
the BJP has also promised to form
Durga Suraksha Squads and pro-
vide xx percent reservation for
women in jobs. Along with this, it
has promised to give women three
thousand rupees per month, simi-
lar to Madhya Pradesh, Haryana,
and Maharashtra. It should be
remembered that the Mamata
Banerjee government is already
giving women one and a half thou-

sand rupees per month.

In w®wv, the Trinamool
Congress won wvx seats and
appro&imately yy percent of the
vote in the state, while the BJP had
to settle for || seats with x} per-
cent of the vote. However, com-
pared to the w®v{ assembly elec-
tions, the party made a significant
jump from three seats and
appro&imately w} percent of the
vote. Amit Shah built on this foun-
dation and formulated a strategy
for moving forward. He empha-
sized two aspects: strengthening
strongholds where the party
already held a strong position and
intensifying efforts to e&pand its
base in constituencies where it had
lost by a narrow margin in w®wv.
Amit Shah also attempted to
resolve factionalism within the
party. Dilip Ghosh, the former
state party president, was believed
to be unhappy. Amit Shah met
with him and attempted to resolve
their differences with Suvendu
Adhikari, who had joined the
Trinamool Congress.

Mamata Banerjee made Bengali
soil and manush (local) an issue
last time. This issue helped her.
This time too, Mamata is accusing
opposition leaders, i.e., BJP, of
being outsiders. In response, Amit
Shah has announced that if the
party comes to power in West
Bengal, the state's Chief Minister
will be a "son of the soil," ie., a
local. The party has also made
infiltration a major issue this time.
Not only the ruling Trinamool
Congress but all non-BJP parties
are making an issue of the deletion
of nine million voters' names dur-
ing the special revision drive in the
state. However, Amit Shah has jus-
tified the Election Commission's
Special Intensive Revision Drive
(SIR). The BJP hasn't stopped
there; it has promised that if it
comes to power, it will identify and
e&pel illegal immigrants from the
state. Furthermore, it has prom-
ised to provide land to the central
government for border fencing
within forty-five days of coming to
power. The BJP has also
announced that it will use this to
stop cattle smuggling to
Bangladesh.
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CHANG OF NAME

I FATEMA W/O HUSAINI HERE BY
DECLARE THAT I HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME AS FATEMA MERCHANT W/0O
HUSAIN MERCHANT. AND I HAVE
CHANGE MY SPOUSE NAME AS
HUSAIN MERCHANT. SO FROM NOW
AND IN FUTURE I WILL BE KNOWN
BY MY NEW NAME FATEMA MER-
CHANT W/O HUSAIN MERCHANT
FORALL PURPOSE.

ADDRESS :- 1, BOHARA BAKHAL
MARG NO.3, ALIRAJPUR

DIST :- ALIRAJPUR (M.P.) — 457887

CHANG OF NAME

I HUSENI S/O YUSUF ALI HERE BY
DECLARE THAT I HAVE CHANGE MY
NAME AS HUSAIN MERCHANT S/O
YUSUF ALI. AND I HAVE CHANGE MY
SPOUSE NAME AS FATEMA MER-
CHANT. SO FROM NOW AND IN
FUTURE I WILL BE KNOWN BY MY
NEW NAME HUSAIN MERCHANT
S/O YUSUF ALI FOR ALL PURPOSE.
ADDRESS:- 1, BOHARA BAKHAL
MARG NO.3, ALIRAJPUR

DIST:- ALIRAJPUR (M.P.) - 457887
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